Custard apple

The custard-apple, also called bullock's heart or bull's heart, is the fruit of the tree Annona reticulata. This tree is a small deciduous or semi-evergreen tree sometimes reaching 10 metres (33 ft) tall and a native of the tropical New World that prefers low elevations, and a warm, humid climate.

USES

· The unripe fruit has been used to assist against diarrhea and dysentery. 

· The tree bark is used forskin and mucosae medicines and the seed bark contains useful tannins and astringents. 

· The leaves are believed to have healing properties and have been used against tumors and cancers. 
· The bark has been used on gums to relieve toothaches. 

· The fruit is good to eat as is but also makes a sweet drink and can be used as a milk substitute. 

· The leaves also provide ingredients used to make dyes, stains, inks, tattoos and mordants. The whole plant is a source of hydrogen cyanide.

